
Welcome

Year 11 Parents' Information Evening

Mr. Keith Winstanley, Headteacher



Agenda

Introduction, school results and the current Year 11 position (Mr
Winstanley, Headteacher)

English iGCSE overview and advice (Mrs Kennedy, Deputy Headteacher)

Maths GCSE overview and advice (Mr Brookes, Subject Team Leader for 
Mathematics)

Timeline – now until the exams, how can parents help (Mrs Manson, 
Head of Year 11)

Maintaining Wellbeing (Mr Fallon, Assistant Headteacher)

Understanding your child's progress & the qualification structure (Mr
Danielson, Curriculum Lead)

Post-16 Pathways and requirements (Mr Danielson, Curriculum Lead)

Plenary (Mr Winstanley, Headteacher)



Current situation



School Journey – What's left?



2022/23



CRHS GCSE Results



Find your way 

• No one pathway suits everyone

• However, more qualifications can mean

• more choices

• more money

• All the pathways can, with hard work, lead to happiness and success

• It’s not too late to change your future

• We want to support you but can’t do it for you

• Attendance really matters

• Challenge yourself

• You might be surprised by what you can achieve



An overview 
of English 
Language
Mrs Nicola Kennedy, Deputy 
Headteacher



Cambridge
IGCSE 
English Language

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596961-2023-syllabus.pdf

First Language English 0500

Applies to all groups

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596961-2023-syllabus.pdf


Coursework Portfolio

• Assesses ability to write for a range of purposes

• 50% of final grade

• 3 pieces of approx. 800-1000 words each

• Offers opportunity to redraft following feedback

• This component is internally assessed and moderated and then externally moderated by 
the exam board.

• Includes a small number of marks for reading

• Mostly produced in Yr10 and finalised early Yr11 – keep to deadlines!



• Assesses ability to respond to reading material

• 50% of final grade

• 2 hours

• The Cambridge IGCSE English Language is an untiered examination, meaning that all 
students will sit the same examination at the end of Year 11.

• It is often one of the first GCSE examinations that students will sit, typically scheduled at 
the beginning of May in Year 11.

• This component is externally assessed by the exam board.

• Includes a small number of marks for writing

One exam paper



• Three lengthy pieces of reading material

• Short answer comprehension questions on Text A

• Summary of Text B

• Language awareness short answer questions on Text C

• Powerful words and phrases question on Text C

• Mini ‘repurposing’ essay on Text C – can be one of a number of styles of writing

• Small number of marks for writing in summary and in mini essay

How does the exam work?



Cambridge
IGCSE 
English Literature

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596436-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf

Literature in English 0475

Applies to groups taught by Mrs Moore, Mrs Matthews and Miss Crispe

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596436-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf


Things to note…

• The set texts change yearly

• This means past papers are not easy to identify – ask teacher for sample questions

• There is more than one pathway through the course

• At CRHS we do two exam papers and a coursework portfolio

• Our pathway is Paper 1, Paper 3 and Component 5

• The papers will feature lots of other texts studied in other schools –find yours!

• Revise and practise



Coursework Portfolio  (known as component 5)

• Assesses ability to analyse texts studied

• 25% of final grade

• 2 pieces of approx. Approx 1000 words each

• Offers opportunity to redraft following feedback

• This component is internally assessed and moderated and then externally moderated by 
the exam board.

• One piece done in Yr10 (nature poetry)

• One piece yet to come in Yr11 (play –Journey’s End)

• Keep to deadlines!



Three types of text

• Poetry

15 set poems – mixture of classical and modern

• Prose

10 set short stories – classical and modern, variety of cultures

• Drama

Play called ‘Journey’s End’ by RC Sherriff



Exam paper 1 Poetry and Prose
1hr 30mins

Poetry 45mins worth 25%

• Choice of two poetry essay questions

• Poems taken from the fifteen set 
poems studied – no surprises.

• Poems provided.

• Focus on MEANING, METHOD, MESSAGE 
of poem.

• 10 mins plan, 30 mins write, 5 mins check

• 2 sides

• Do one essay only!

Prose 45 mins worth 25%

• Choice of two short story questions.

• One is an overarching essay title on how 
writer presents a theme, setting or 
character. Range over whole story from 
memory.

• Other is tightly focused essay on an 
extract which is provided, zooming in on 
how writer achieves certain 
effect. Extract provided.

• 10 mins plan, 30 mins write, 5 mins check

• 2 sides

• Do one essay only!



Exam paper 3 Drama
45 mins

• Choice of two questions on set play (Journey’s End).

• Open book exam so text is on hand for reference – use quotations.

• One is overarching essay title on how writer presents a character or theme

• Other is tightly focused essay on an extract which is identified.

• 10 mins planning, 30 mins writing, 5 mins checking

• Do one essay only!



An overview of 
Maths

Mr Jonathan Brookes, Subject Team 
Leader for Mathematics



General 
Information

• WJEC Mathematics (Spec code 3300)

• 3 Tiers of Entry –

• Higher A*-C

• Intermediate B – E

• Foundation D-G

• 2 Papers (50% each)

• 1 Non-Calculator

• 1 Calculator



Grade Boundaries –
Average marks shown below



What calculator do we recommend

•CASIO

• fx-83G-TX or fx-85GT-X



Our new learning platform

• Dedicated to KS4 students only

• Built around our current specification

• Provides:

• Online teaching videos

• 1 Minute revision videos

• Interactive questions

• Online homework submission

• Online exam papers

• Instant feedback LiveDemo

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/classes/484391


How we help prepare for assessments

Topic lists always issued to students 
ahead of assessments

MathsWatch clip numbers will be 
included

Mocks in December students will sit 
both full non calculator and calculator 
over the two weeks

This will give a very clear baseline of 
where your child is right now

RAG sheet will be completed to help 
make the necessary improvements

Most improve at least 1 grade from 
their mock result in the summer



Issued to all students when in Year 10



RAG Sheet



How can you support your child at home?

Have discussions 
with your child 
about what they are 
learning in Maths

1

Use the parent 
support guide and 
RAG sheet to help 
support their 
revision

2

Make sure they are 
doing regular 
practice of skills on 
MathsWatch

3



Summer 2023 – Exam Board Support

• Advanced information for the summer 2023 exams for WJEC Maths
will be released in the Spring Term

• Example:



Question Time

Intermediate Question
Calculator Allowed - Grade D





Question Time

Intermediate Question
Calculator Allowed - Grade C





Thank you for 
listening



The rest of the year

Mrs. Kathryn Manson, Head of Year 11



So far this term



Key Dates

November 2022

28 Nov. – 9 Dec. 2022

Mock Exams

Feb. 2023

Year 11 Reports due

8 Mar. 2023

KS5 Pathways evening

Apr. 2023

External practical 
assessments

End of Apr. 2023

Study leave begins

Beginning of May 2023

External exams beginTracking reports due



Revision 
Schedule



Revision Tips

• Start now, or as soon as possible

• Plan your revision with a timetable

• Set up a tidy study space

• Revisit topics several times with a gap between

• Vary your revision with different activities

• Do lots of practice papers

• Set aside time to do fun things too

• Keep your phone and other distractions away

• Sleep and Eat properly



If you have questions or concerns

RING RECEPTION AND LEAVE 
A MESSAGE FOR ME- 693500

EMAIL ENQUIRIES
CRHSENQUIRIES@SCH.IM



Student Wellbeing

Mr. Tony Fallon, Assistant Headteacher for KS4



Exams are stressful



5 tips to improve your child's focus



Qualifications, Pathways 
and Tracking

Mr. John Danielson, Curriculum Lead, Sixth Form line manager



Qualification 
structure

Most students are taking 8 GCSEs or 
their equivalents

iGCSE Co-ordinated Science and

BTEC Health & Social Care Certificate

are each double-graded. Each counts as 
2 qualifications.



What is good 
performance?

• Depends on the individual

Benchmarks:

• “3 Levels of Progress” over compulsory secondary school

• 5 x Level 2 Passes including English Language and 
Mathematics



How 
qualifications 
are graded



Are you “on track” for success?
Next 

tracking out 
soon after 
half term



Coursework

Successful coursework can be a major key to unlock qualification outcomes

but poor coursework makes doing that much harder

The

• Criteria

• Number and value of pieces

• Time allowed

• Deadlines

• Controls

are specific to each course, students/parents may speak to their teachers for specifics

• DO

• Ask your son/daughter what they’re doing

• Motivate, help manage time and understand requirements

• DON’T

• Try to do it for them!



Exams or Coursework?



Positive pathways 
beyond Year 11

• Sixth Form for Level 3 study

• Academic and vocational courses

• UCM for Level 3, Level 2 or Level 1 study

• Vocational courses

• Apprenticeship

• Employment



Positive pathways beyond Year 11

Sixth Form for Level 3 study

•5 Level 2 Passes (A*-C) 
including English Language 
and Mathematics

•Conditional entry may be 
possible with 4 Level 2 
Passes including E or M

•Exceptional circumstances
•Skills and attitudes 

UCM for Level 3, Level 2 or 
Level 1 study

•Level 3: 4 Level 2 Passes 
including English Language 
and Maths (varies)

•Level 2: 3 x D grades (Cs in E 
or M required for some) 
(varies)

•Level 1: skills based

Apprenticeship/Employment

•Employability skills

University degrees 
(eventually, post-18!)

•Specific grades or points 
from relevant Level 3 
qualifications



Based only on 
Summer tracking 
and historic 
choices

• There are 114 students in Year 11

• 63 may get the grades for Level 3 study
• Maybe 57 at CRHS

• Maybe 4 at UCM or another centre

• Maybe 2 for Apprenticeship/Employment

• [Of these, about 41 will go on to do a degree and about 20 
will seek work after Level 3 study]

• 51 may not get the grades for Level 3 study
• Maybe 7 at UCM on Level 2 courses

• Maybe 18 at UCM on Level 1 Vocational / Entry level 
courses

• Maybe 26 for Apprenticeship/Employment


